
It's A Great Day To Be An 
EAGLE PARENT!

Valuable advice for our new SMCHS parents



WELCOME!
This document has been written 
with love from our current and 
alumni parents to our new Santa 
Margarita Catholic High School 
parents. 

These personal insights will help 
you successfully navigate through 
the journey of your student’s high 
school years and will provide  
answers to questions you may 
have along the way. 

Sit back, relax and enjoy the 
moments, it will fly by in the 
blink of an eye. 

And let us not grow weary in doing 
good, for in due season we will reap, 
if we do not give up. 
 - Galatians 6:9



Visit our website often
	
	The website provides news, events, bell

schedules, athletic information, team schedules,
arts news and more to keep you up to date on
all the happenings on campus. www.smhs.org

	Download the SM app. It is free and will keep
you on track with everything very important.

	Look at the school calendar on the website so
you know when things are happening BEFORE
planning vacations!

Follow SMCHS on our social media:

EAGLE UPDATE 
The SMCHS weekly e-newsletter
Once a week you will get an email with the “Eagle Update” 
newsletter. READ IT! It is the condensed version of what 
is going on at SMCHS that week.



The students all start getting to know each other on this day. Students wear their uniform on 
freshman orientation day. Student pictures will be taken on this day and ID’s given out.

Freshman orientation 
is a big deal. Don’t miss it.
 



Link Crew is a transition program 
for ALL freshmen. Each freshman 
is linked to a junior/senior Link 
Crew leader who connects with 
them beginning at freshman 
orientation. Social activities and 
meetings for Link Crew continue 
all year helping our freshmen to 
bond quickly at SMCHS. 

Yes, they should go to ALL 
meetings and social events so 
they can make lasting friendships 
with their classmates as well as 
their Link Crew leader. Someday, 
they may be a Link Crew leader 
too!

Link Crew

“The Link Crew made
me feel so welcome.  
What a great group!”



Back to School Night 
Back to School Night is important. Attend this night which allows 
you to meet teachers and understand their policies and procedures. 



Tech Center
The “Tech Center” is in the library. This is where 
your student will take their tablet if something is 
wrong with it.

Monday - Friday, 7am to 3pm 
(when school is in session)

Contact: technologyservicecenter@smhs.org

Tablets 
Sign up for tablet training as soon as 
possible. Check the SMCHS website
in April/May to sign up.



Teachers/Classrooms
 Have your student handle classroom concerns,

assignments, projects and tests through email or
in person. Teachers have office hours before and/or
after school. Have your student check when their
particular teacher is available and use that time to
ask for help and get questions answered.

	Tutoring is available after school in the library and it
is free for students. The National Honor Society
provides student tutors.

Grades/Parent Portal
The parent portal is where you can 
access to your student’s grades. 
This is in a system called “Aeries”.   
Aries is updated throughout the week 
by the teachers. No need to check it 
every day and drive yourself crazy!



Counseling 
Department
	Don’t wait until sophomore or junior year to

meet your student’s counselor. SMCHS
counselors can provide powerful information
that will help your student’s direction over the
course of their studies at SMCHS. They are an
excellent resource.

	Grade level counseling nights take place every
year. Make sure you put the dates on your
calendar. They are easy to miss but are very
important.

	Attend the annual college fair that is held on
campus. It is never too early to start looking
at colleges. (Upcoming date is on the master
calendar)

	There is a college for every student. No need
to pressure them. Be realistic and listen to
your SMCHS counselor.



Dean’s Office
 	Make sure you call your student

in absent by 7:30am of that
school day.

(949) 766-6020

	Male grooming and dress code
(girls short skorts) are the two biggest
reasons why students get detention.

	Dean's office DOES enforce dress
code. Please make sure your
student follows it.

	Do you know SMCHS Text-A-Tip?
Your student can confidentially
report suspicious activity on
campus.



Nurse’s Office 
Medication
Students are not allowed to carry medicine. 
If your student needs medications a Diocese 
Request for Medication Administration form 
must be completed and returned with the 
medication to the Nurse's Office by a parent 
or guardian.

Early dismissal due to illness
If a student is too ill to remain in school, 
students are not allowed to make 
arrangements to go home on their own. 
Nurse's will call parents to pick up their student.



School Lunch  
	You will need to set up an account in order

for your student to purchase any items from
the food service provider. They DO NOT
accept cash at any window. Do this online
with your students ID number.

	Food windows are open after school until
2:30pm should your student need an after
school meal, snack or drink.

	There are food and drink vending machines
on campus located in the lunch shelter – they
take cash or a credit/debit card.

Book Store 
When buying uniforms, don’t buy one of 
everything, because students seem to wear 
the same thing every day.



Activities 
 Freshmen MAY go to the Homecoming Dance. 

Encourage them to attend this fun event.

 Encourage your student to be involved and join
ASB (Associated Student Body) it is fun and provides 
great leadership opportunities.

 “Club Rush” is a day in September where all the
student clubs have information tables for students
to get involved. Encourage them to check it out at
lunch time.

 Students DRESS UP FOR SPIRIT DAYS - have
your student dress up, they will be happy they did.

 Attend sporting events – you will enjoy them.
It's a great opportunity to meet new friends 
and families. 



Athletics
 Sports team information night. Coaches spend

a lot of time preparing to get you all the information
you will need for the season. Take this time to ask
all of your questions.

	Attend the annual Eagle Golf Classic. If you're
not a golfer, there are many opportunities to
participate in the event as a volunteer. It is a
really fun day!

 Make sure to get your student's “sports
physical” in the spring or over the summer.
SMCHS has a sports physical day in May.
Download the forms off the athletic training
website.

 Yes, your student can play more than one sport
providing they are different seasons.

 Go to the freshman family BBQ before the first
home football game. This is a great way to meet
new families.

 Volunteer for your student's sports teams. This
is a great way to connect with other parents.

If your student’s sports team has an information night –     

Do not miss it!



Arts
Talon Theatre presentations sell out every year. Purchase 
tickets early even if your student is not in the play –       

they are fantastic!



Campus Ministry  
	DO NOT let your student miss Mass days. They  
 are what makes SMCHS special and they are   
 relevant no matter what your religious beliefs are. 

	SMCHS encourages parents to come to the all   
 school Masses. There is a designated parent section  
 as well as a reception following each Mass. 

	Retreats ARE NOT mandatory but are a wonderful  
 experience for your student to connect with their   
 faith and other students. Have your student sign   
 up for one.

	We have an SMCHS Grandparents Club here on   
 campus – encourage your student's grandparents   
 to get involved!

	If you volunteer on campus, you must fill out   
 the VOLUNTEER SIGN-UP FORM and be   
 fingerprinted. This takes at least two weeks so 
 plan ahead.

	XLT events are faith worship nights run by the   
 assistant director of campus ministry/retreats and   
 open to all students. Students really enjoy these  
 nights – have your student attend one! 



Join the Mothers Club
and join the fun!
  
This group gives SMCHS mothers an opportunity to meet other 
mothers and sign up for social events such as wine clubs, lunch 
bunch, book clubs, bunco nights, holiday tea, and more. Mothers Club 
offers a monthly coffee with hot topics and great guest speakers. 



Meet with the 
Parent Liaison
The parent liaison will be key to answering 
all your questions, concerns and will help 
navigate you through the year. The parent
liaison works out of the admissions office. 

Contact: Marci Teah, Parent Liaison 
teahm@smhs.org

President’s Coffees
Sign up for a President's Coffees. President Andy Sulick 
talks about future developments at SMCHS and ways that 
parents can get involved at the school. These last one 
hour and are a great way to learn about the school. 



Notes
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