
3  |   LRM/CDC   Fal l  2016 Fal l  2016  LRM/CDC   |   4

“We are here tonight because our Lord Jesus Christ has blessed this 
campus for 30 years and tonight we give thanks,” said Santa Margarita 
Catholic High School President Andy Sulick, a member of the school’s 
charter class of 1991. “Tonight is all about opportunity, opportunity 
to create and rekindle relationships within the Santa Margarita 
community that have been formed over the last 30 years, and the 
opportunity to assist us in the continuous improvement of all that 
happens on this amazing campus every day for the next 30 years.” 

Sulick extended special thanks to the Blue and Gold committee, 
chaired by Santa Margarita parents Semra Nogueira and Alisha Fisher, 
both of Coto de Caza, who worked tirelessly in the months leading 
up to the event. The committee was responsible for transforming the 
school’s gymnasium, the Moiso Family Pavilion, into a magical and 
elegantly appointed ballroom. As the guests arrived, they received 
a special welcome by talented student performers, which included a 
steel drum band, string quartet and student vocalist Alec Melosini of 
Trabuco Canyon crooning Sinatra-era tunes.

Among the guests were current and alumni parents, grandparents, 
alumni, faculty, staff, friends from area Catholic schools and parishes 
as well as other Santa Margarita supporters. In addition, the school 
was honored to welcome back families from the school’s early years 
including stakeholders Susan and Dr. Burr McKeehan of Monarch 
Beach, Claudia and Randy Redwitz of San Juan Capistrano, Rosemary 
and  Rand Sperry of Orange, Susan and Tim Strader of Newport 
Beach and Sherry and Dr. Richard Van Meter of Ladera Ranch. 

The guests enjoyed a three-course meal prepared by the school’s 
chef Azmin Ghahreman and Sapphire Catering, which included an 
heirloom tomato salad, pepper crusted beef tenderloin and café latte 
cheesecake.

The live auction included Katy Perry concert tickets, a Maui vacation, 
and Lakers’ courtside tickets among other items. The bidding became 
fierce over a 30-year anniversary tree to be planted on campus, until 
President Sulick spontaneously intervened and awarded two trees 
to the highest bidders resulting in double the profits for the school 
with the trees going for $20,000 each. The fund-a-student portion 
of the live auction raised more than $130,000 for tuition assistance. 
Santa Margarita awards more than $1.8 million in tuition assistance 
annually.  In a video, alumnus Grant Swonk ’16 conveyed his sincere 
appreciation for the assistance he received enabling him the gift of a 
Catholic education and shared that he one day looks forward to being  
in a position to give back and help a student with  
financial need. 

Following the dinner and auctions, the guests danced to the tunes of  
Ben Mallare Events and Entertainment.
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Blue and Gold Sponsors
Rancho Mission Viejo

    Tony & Melinda Moiso
William Lyon Homes

    Bill H. Lyon ‘92, Matt R. Zaist ‘92

Soaring Eagle Sponsors
Joe and Laura Muller Family &  
The Capital Group Companies

O’Connell Landscape Maintenance

Shulman Hodges & Bastian LLP

We Believe Sponsors
Audi Infiniti Volvo Mission Viejo

Diversified Thermal Services

Orange Catholic Foundation

Michael & Diana S. Ortiz

Susan & Tim Strader 

U.S. Bank

Woodbridge Glass Inc. 
The Siciliani Family

Members of Santa Margarita’s steel drum 
band entertain guests upon their arrival.

The VIP table, which attendees from last 
year’s Blue and Gold gala bid on as part 
of the live auction.

Kendra Scott graciously donated 75 
boxes of jewelry for the event. For 
$60, guests received a surprise piece 
of jewelry valued at $60-$200. Senior Alec 

Melosini 
of Trabuco 
Canyon 
entertains 
guests with 
show tunes as 
they enter the 
school.

The 2017 Blue and Gold Committee

Santa Margarita President Andy Sulick 
(center) pictured with alumni Patrick Strader 
’94 (left) and Brian Meihaus ’96 (right)

(left to right) Santa 
Margarita current and 
alumni parents Kim 
and Mike Caspino, 
Kent and Karen 
Hayden, Robyn and 
Tommy Jankovich, 
Michelle and Rick 
Ptak and Debbie and 
Vache Torossian enjoy 
personalized service 
and a special menu at 
the VIP table.

Santa Margarita alumni parents  
Ann Marie and Jeff Jennison  
of Ladera Ranch.

(left to right) Co-chairs and Santa Margarita 
parents Semra Nogueira and Alisha Fisher of 
Coto de Caza.
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