
SMCHS ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic integrity and ethical behavior are expected from all SMCHS students. Academic 

dishonesty and unethical behavior are contrary and counterproductive to the philosophy and 

goals of SMCHS. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:  

 Plagiarism – Plagiarism is defined as the theft and use of another's ideas or writings as one's 

own, with or without the knowledge of the other person. This includes misrepresenting or 

fabricating a source.  

 Cheating – Cheating is defined as having, without the teacher’s authorization, notes, 

materials, and/or resources of any type (calculators, computers, the help of another student, 

looking at another paper, answers and/or pertinent information written on any item, etc.) 

during any exam, quiz, on a submitted paper, and/or homework assignment. Presenting 

previously submitted works from other classes as new work is considered cheating.  

 Facilitating Dishonesty – Knowingly sharing passwords to allow others access to one’s own 

work or allowing another student to obtain, without the teacher’s authorization, information 

from one's own, or someone else’s, exam, paper, and/or homework or doing the work of 

another.  

 Improper Collaboration – Working together on a project or assignment without the 

instructor’s knowledge or permission. Students may tutor other students within proper limits. A 

tutor may work any assignment, question or problem for a student that is not being turned in 

for a grade. If an assignment is being turned in for a grade, a student should never turn in the 

tutor's solution as if it were his (or her) own. Hence, the tutor should not supply a complete (or 

even partial) solution to that particular answer or problem. Tutors may, however, create or 

select similar questions or problems and work through them for the purpose of illustrating the 

concepts and methods that the student will need in completing the assignment. It is also 

permissible for a tutor to look at a student's work on an assignment for the purpose of 

identifying the student's errors. The tutor can then address any misconceptions that might have 

caused these errors and, without giving the direct answer, explain the correct principles, using 

appropriate examples to illustrate each point.  

 Academic Misconduct – Tampering with grades, tests, or other class materials; stealing or 

tampering with the work of another student. Consequences When a teacher determines that a 

student is in violation of the academic integrity policy, he or she will refer the student to the 

discipline office for the following consequences:  

 First Offense – Consequences include, but are not limited to, the following: "No Credit" on 

test/assignment, Referral to Dean’s Office, Saturday Detention(s), Parent Contact, Sanctions 

Agreement providing notification that another Academic Dishonesty will result in a referral to 

the Principal for involuntary withdrawal of student from SMCHS.  



 Second Offense – Consequences include, but are not limited to, the following: "No Credit" on 

test/assignment, Parent Contact, Referral to the Principal for involuntary withdrawal of student 

from SMCHS.  

 Consequences for Academic Dishonesty on a Semester/Final Exam: To be determined by the 

Dean’s Office. Depending upon the nature and seriousness of the situation, consequences 

include, but are not limited to, the following: "No Credit" on the exam (20% of the final 

grade), Sanctions, Suspension, Probation, Parent Contact, “U” in Citizenship for semester, 

possible Involuntary Withdrawal, Expulsion from SMCHS, Student removed from any and all 

elected or leadership positions for the remainder of the school year or the following 

semester. 

 

 Consequences for Academic Dishonesty on National Examinations: To be determined by the 

Dean’s Office. Depending upon the nature and seriousness of the situation, consequences 

include, but are not limited to, the following: Sanctions, Suspension, Probation, Parent 

Contact, “U” in Citizenship for semester, possible Involuntary Withdrawal, Expulsion from 

SMCHS. Student removed from any and all elected or leadership positions for the remainder 

of the school year or the following semester. National Examinations include, but are not 

limited to, the following, IOWA, PLAN, PSAT, SAT, ACT, AP, and IB.  

 

 Additional Consequences: An incident of academic dishonesty will result in the student's 

removal from the honor roll for the quarter (if necessary) and may also jeopardize the 

student's membership in National Honor Society and California Scholarship Federation. 

Academic Dishonesty in an Honors class (including AP and IB classes) may result in the 

student's removal from the class. 
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