
 
 

SMCHS Summer Reading List 2018-2019 
 
During the first week of class in August, you will address the required summer reading literary works and 
be assessed on them. Please note that movie versions of these literary works are often significantly different 
from the sources. Please buy only the versions with the ISBN numbers listed below. It is important that 
your copy matches your teacher's and your classmates' copies. You must bring the literary works the first 
day of class in August. It is useful to keep a reading log or journal as you read, make notes about the 
characters, plot, setting, and your feelings about the literary works. 
  
Summer literary works are not available for purchase in the Eagles’ Nest Campus Store but can be purchased 
from local bookstores. Local bookstores will gladly order any literary works not in stock. Literary works can 
also be purchased from a variety of Internet booksellers, including the following: 
 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com    http://www.amazon.com    http://www.alibris.com 

 
Incoming 9th Grade 

 
English 1 
 

House on Mango Street    Sandra Cisneros  ISBN-13: 978-0679734772 
 
The packet must be hand-written, printed, and ready for submission on the first day of school. 
 

1. From the English Summer Reading webpage, please download the “Guide to Active Reading” and 
“How to Annotate” for instruction and assistance as you read.  You are to annotate, highlight, and use 
marginalia of the text. 

2. Using the packet provided on the school website, students are to summarize (in their own words) 
each chapter in 2-4 bullet points, and choose the most significant quote from each chapter. Then, briefly 
explain why they feel this quote is significant (roughly 2-3 sentences of explantation). 

 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
English 1 Honors (The English Department will notify you if you have been placed in Honors.) 
 

The Odyssey                        Homer    ISBN-13: 978-0143039952 
 

1) Download the “Guide to Active Reading” from the English Summer Assignment page on the SM 
website, under the “Academics” tab.  

2) Carefully read, highlight, and annotate the text. 
3) Read, highlight, and annotate BOTH literary criticisms on The Odyssey, found on the English page 

under “Summer Assignments” on the SM website.  
4) You will write a critical review/summary of each criticism. For each summary, identify the critic’s 

thesis in your topic sentence. In other words, what is the primary focus of the critic’s argument?  The remainder 
of the summary should PARAPHRASE the critic’s argument, with at least 3 direct quotations from the criticism 
as evidence of the argument.  

5) Each critical review should be typed (Times New Roman 12 font, double-spaced) on a separate page 
and should be a minimum of one page in length.  
 
THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS. YOU WILL BE TESTED ON THE TEXT AND 
WRITE AN ESSAY DURING THE FIRST FEW WEEKS OF THE SCHOOL YEAR. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


 
Incoming 10th Grade 

 
English 2 
  

Lord of the Flies   William Golding  ISBN-13: 978-0399501487 

 

Students will complete a worksheet that focuses on the major characters, symbols, and themes of the 
novels.  This information will be used to craft your first writing assignment for the school year; this 

worksheet will be completed during the first two weeks of school.  If you do not read the novel 
and use active reading techniques, you will be at a distinct disadvantage in understanding the novel. 
 
Active reading includes highlighting, annotating, and marginal notations.  Download the “Guide to 
Active Reading” from the SMCHS website for suggestions. 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
English 2 Honors 
  

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight   translated by Simon Armitage  ISBN-13: 978-0393334159 

 

Closely read and annotate Simon Armitage’s translation of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. Pay 
especially close attention to the imagery of Gawain’s shield, the pentangle, the hart, the boar, the fox, 
and the green girdle. Come to class ready to discuss your interpretations of these symbols and the 
way in which they suggest meaning. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Incoming 11th Grade 
 
English 3  
 

A Farewell to Arms   Ernest Hemingway  ISBN-13: 978-1476764528 
            

As you read, actively annotate the text.  
 

You are required to read the text ACTIVELY (highlight and annotate with marginalia).  Annotations 
will be checked for a grade the first day of school.  Download the “Guide to Active Reading” 
from the SMCHS website for suggestions.  This information will be used to craft your first 
writing assignment of the school year; this will be done within the first two weeks of school.  If 
you do not read the novel, use active reading techniques, and trace the key 
characters/symbols/themes, you will be at a distinct disadvantage in understanding the novel. 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
AP English Language & Composition 
English A1 HL 1 IB 
 

The Great Gatsby   F. Scott Fitzgerald   ISBN-13: 978-0684801520 
 

You are required to actively annotate and highlight this text as you read.  After you read, complete the 
criticism assignment, which is available on the SMCHS web site.  This assignment will be due the first day 
of class. 

 
1.   Read and annotate The Great Gatsby.  
2.   Carefully read, annotate and summarize each criticism.  Each summary should be one page minimum, 

typed, double-spaced and in MLA format.  In each summary, identify the critic’s thesis in the topic 
sentence.  The remainder of the summary should paraphrase the argument of the criticism with at least 
two direct quotations/proper internal citations from the criticism itself as evidence of the argument.  The 
total paper should be at least three pages minimum (one page per criticism) with six direct quotations.     

3.   Compile a Works Cited page consisting of and The Great Gatsby all three criticisms (separate page – 4 
entries total). 

4.   After reading the novel, the three criticisms, and writing your summary, write a thesis statement 
identifying the overall message of the novel and the how Fitzgerald achieves that message.  This should be 
one or two sentences.   

 

This assignment should be typed and be ready to turn in on the first day of the school year. 
 
Reminders: 

•    Use proper MLA format 
•    Blend all quotes 
•    Do not compliment the author(s)/critics 
 

 
Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 
 

Will Article   = 20 points Total  
_____ / 10 points – Direct Quotations 
_____ / 5 points – Summary of Article 
_____ / 5 points – Content 
 
Hochman Article   = 20 points Total  
_____ / 10 points – Direct Quotations 
_____ / 5 points – Summary of Article 
_____ / 5 points – Content 
 
Lena Article   = 20 points Total  
_____ / 10 points – Direct Quotations 
_____ / 5 points – Summary of Article 
_____ / 5 points – Content 
 
Works Cited in MLA Format = 10 points Total 
_____ / 10 points - Works Cited 
 
Thesis (Synthesis of all sources) = 10 points Total 
_____ / 10 points - Overall Purpose and how Fitzgerald achieves that purpose 
 
Total: _____ / 80 points 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Incoming 12th Grade 

 
English 4 British Literature 

 

Brave New World                           Aldous Huxley                  ISBN-13: 978-0-06-085052-4 

 
Closely read and annotate the novel. Pay especially close attention to Huxley’s vision of the future, especially in 
contrast to today’s society. Take note also of how Huxley creates characters who exemplify various aspects of 
the society created in the novel. On the first day of school, be ready to begin discussing the novel and to begin 
completing various assignments relating to the novel. 
 
Annotations will be checked and graded. 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
    
English Literature & Composition AP 
English A1 HL 2 IB 
 

Hamlet     William Shakespeare  ISBN-13: 978-0-393-92958-4   
 
Assignment: 
 

Please read the Norton Critical Edition of Hamlet critically, highlighting, annotating, and using marginal 
notation. Be prepared for a reading test on the first full day of class to ensure you read the play. 
 


