
Students and faculty give back to those in need during the holiday season. 
By Jaime Svinth, 
Copy Editor

enable them to focus their ef-
forts elsewhere.” 

Students on campus also 
spread the gift of giving 
through their various clubs and 
organizations. Eagles for Chil-
dren’s Hospital Orange Coun-
ty (CHOC) club includes one 
group of students that have ac-
tively been giving back to teens 
in the CHOC hospital since the 
club began 21 years ago.  
 While many  teens may find 

themselves out Christmas 
shopping or spending time 
with friends, others are facing 
one of the most dif-
ficult  times  of 

t h e i r 

l i v e s 
at the hospital. 
The club caters 
their efforts specifi-
cally to these teens in 

Since 2001, more than 2 mil-
lion American children have 
had a parent deployed in the 

military. During any season of the 
year, experiencing the absence of 
a loved one is hard, not to men-
tion the stress that comes with 

a single-parent household. That 
stress  is  only  amplified  during 
the holiday season.  

To raise money for some 
groups on campus, the school 
hosts a Christmas tree fundrais-
er in which families can pur-

chase trees and give 
the proceeds to the 

group of their 
choice. Wheth-

er it be ASB, 
speech and de-

bate, equestrian, ice hockey, song 
or baseball, families are able to sup-
port organizations on campus as 
well as obtain a freshly cut tree from 

Pumpkin City Christmas Trees.  
In the spirit of giving, the 
school gave the purchasing 

families the opportunity 
to purchase a second tree 
and donate it to a mili-
tary family in need.  

“It’s not such a big sac-
rifice  to  buy  a  tree  for 
these families, yet it rec-

ognizes  the huge sacrifice  the ma-
rine families give to us,” said Asso-
ciate Director of Campus Activities 

Christopher Barry. “ It’s a small 
thing we can do to say thank you. 
To me, that’s a perfect manifes-

tation of Caritas Christi.” 
Specifically, the trees go to mili-

tary families that have a disabled 
or special needs 
child.   Ac-
cord-

ing 
to ce-

s i so lut ions .
org, the cost of rais-

ing a special needs child 
can be up to $2.4 million.   

 Christmas trees can range 
anywhere from $60 to $200. 
Many in the Orange County 
area don’t think twice about 
this expense. On top of every-
day expenses and the financial 
stress of having a parent de-
ployed, this just isn’t a reality 
for military families with spe-
cial needs children.  

“Families want to provide a 
great Christmas, and that can 
be hard when you have limited 
resources and you’re running 
the show on your own,” Barry 
said. “Something as simple as a 

t ree 

b e i n g 
purchased for 

you by a SMCHS 
family can be 

an incredible 
weight  off 
their shoul-
ders and can 

the hospital. 
As one of the most active 

clubs on campus, it holds many 
different drives throughout the 
year; one of its most popu-
lar fundraisers happens in the 
midst of the holiday season.    

“A lot of money goes towards 
children or older people, and 
often the teens get overlooked,” 
said Eagles for CHOC club 
President Madison Clark. “It’s 
important to recognize the 
teens-- especially during this 
season.” 

T o 
raise money for the 

teens, the club set up ta-
bles for both lunches 
one week and sold 
Christmas socks. 
The school al-
lows students to 
wear Christmas 

socks during the month of De-
cember, so many were eager to 
grab a pair to wear for the sea-
son.  

The money gained from the 
sock sale goes towards buying 
gifts for the teens, most often 
in the form of holiday socks. 
Clark hopes she can inspire 
the teens in the hospitals to 
understand the importance of 
giving.  

“Our goal is to change their 
holiday season,” Clark said. 
There are so many outreach 
communities, but we want 

them to know that 
the SMCHS com-

munity spe-
c i f -

ically is 
there for 

them.” 
  Senior Haoc-

hen Miao started his club, Kid-
Works, to help kids who are less 
fortunate. Although KidWorks 
didn’t  hold  a  drive  specifical-
ly for the holiday season, they 
recently held a drive to collect 
school supplies for children in 
poor areas.   

“These actions might not in-
fluence  them  in  the  long  run, 
but this momentary happiness 
can give them the courage to 
continue on and also let them 
know that they are loved,” said 
Miao.  

He stresses the importance in 
coming together as a commu-
nity to help 
peo-

p l e 
d e a l 

with their 
individual struggles.  

“I watched a doc-

umentary once and it said that, 
as a world, we are isolated, we 
receive no help from outside 
sources,” Miao said. “If we don’t 
help each other, we have some-
how lost our humanity in this 
world.” 

Another  program SMCHS 
participates in is the 
Adopt-a-Family program 
which has taken place on cam-
pus for the past ten years. Di-
rector of Campus Ministry 
Patrick Visconti runs the event 
with Dale Junior High in Ana-
heim, Calif.  

Dale Junior High 
sends Viscon-
ti the names of 
families that 
are in need of 
help this hol-
iday as well as 
each family’s 
wish list. Viscon-
ti then opens the 

program up to teams, classrooms 
and offices that shop for “Adopt-a- 
Family”.  
The different groups on cam-

pus bring the wrapped gifts to 
campus ministry and the gifts 
are delivered to Dale Junior 
High right before Christmas.   

“We’re equally getting some-
thing out of this and are re-
minded of how truly blessed 
we are,” Visconti said. “I think 
it really goes a long way in 
keeping our hearts in the right 
place so that we don’t get overly ob-
sessed with material things.” 

The reality of the situation be-
came clear to Visconti when two 
families who had been “ad-
opted” last year had a fami-
ly member deported right 
before Christmas. These 
families were forced to 
move across or near the 
border and were unable to 
receive the gifts the SMCHS 
community had gathered for 
them.  

 For families like 
these, just getting by 
can be hard enough. 
They are not far 
either-- just 45 
minutes from 
SMCHS to Dale.   

“More than 
a n y t h i n g , 
we’re a Cath- o l i c 
school,” Vis- conti said. 
“We are rooted in Christ, we are 
rooted in the Gospel, we are rooted 
in the belief that we are supposed 
to reach out and help oth-
er people, especial-
ly those on the 
margins that are 
going through  
tough  times.” 
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