
TALON THEATRE FALL PRODUCTION 

THE FANTASTICKS 

AUDITIONS 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 7th 2:45 – 6:00pm 

Talon Dome 

Prepare 16 – 32 bars of a classic show tune and prepare the recommended cut of  one of the 
following songs from the show.  Sheet music is available in the audition packet.  Please note the 
show will be expanded to include an ensemble and some roles will be double cast!  

 
EL GALLO: 
Try to Remember 

LUISA:  
Much More  
 
MATT: 
I Can See It 
 
HUCKLEBEE/BELLOMY 
Plant a Radish 
 
ENSEMBLE/MORTIMER /HENRY:  
This Plum is too Ripe 
 
 
 
CALLBACKS: SEPTEMBER 8TH 2:45 – 6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FANTASTICKS CHARACTER BREAKDOWN & SYNOPSIS 

 

Whimsical, poignant, and romantic, The Fantasticks is an allegorical story that focuses on two young lovers, their 
meddling fathers, and the journey we all must take through adolescent thrills, the growing pains of hurt and betrayal, 
the highs of passion, the challenges of distance, and the agonies of heartbreak to discover how to truly love. In a 
theatrical and inventive fashion, our gallant and enigmatic narrator--El Gallo--introduces us to a pair of young lovers, 
Matt and Luisa, who experience the magical, moonlit phase of falling in love. For a time, romance seems perpetually 
exciting, and heroics seem always to save the day. However, El Gallo leads our young protagonists from the romantic 
moonlight into the harsh sunshine, where the weaknesses in their relationship are exposed and the reality of the 
struggles and heartache love brings is revealed. With the understanding that “without a hurt the heart is hollow,” 
Matt and Luisa manage to find their own identities, and in turn, to discover their strengths as a couple in times of 
both darkness and light. With the record for the longest American theatrical run, The Fantasticks is a gem of the 
American musical theatre. Featuring timeless classics like “Try to Remember” and “Soon It’s Gonna Rain,” this simple 
and beautiful ensemble piece is as beloved and as timely as it was when it opened over 50 years ago. 

 

Some roles will be double cast. There will be an expanded cast with an ensemble.  

THE MUTES   (2 people)  Must move well. Pantomime skills a plus. Physically expressive. 

EL GALLO The Narrator (Male)  Vocal Range High Barritone  G4 to Ab2  Songs: Try to Remember, It Depends on What 
you Pay, I Can See it, Round & Round 

LUISA: (Female) Vocal Range: Soprano B 5 to B3 Songs: Much More, Metaphor, Soon It’s Gonna Rain, Happy Ending, 
This Plum is Too Ripe, Round & Round, They Were You 

MATT: (Male) Vocal Range: Baritone G4 to A 2 Songs: Metaphor, Soon it’s Gonna Rain, This Plum is too Ripe, I Can See 
It, They Were You 

HUCKLEBBE (Male or Female) Vocal Range F#4 to A 2. (Female arrangement available) Songs: Never Say No, It 
Depends on What You Pay, Happy Ending,This Plumb is Too Ripe, Plant a Radish 

BELLOMY (Male or Female) Vocal Range F#4 to A 2 Songs: Never Say No, It Depends on What You Pay, Happy Ending, 
This Plumb is Too Ripe, Plant a Radish 

HENRY: (MALE OR FEMALE) Comedic Actor Non-Singing 

MORTIMER: (MALE OR FEMALE) Comedic Actor Non -Singing 

TROUPE OF PLAYERS: Ensemble  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE STORY OF THE FANTASTICKS 

(El Gallo) addresses the audience as narrator and tells us the simple story of a boy (Matt), a girl (Luisa), two fathers 
(Hucklebee and Bellomy), and a wall (often played by a Mute holding up a stick). From the beginning we realize that 
Luisa is young, innocent, pretty, and thinks she’s in love with her neighbor that’s just over the wall, Matt. Matt feels 
the same about Luisa. But when their parents appear, the lovers do not show their affection since the two are 
supposedly engaged in a private feud with each other. However, we quickly discover that the parents have 
concocted the feud for no other reason than to get their two children together—a kind of reverse psychology in 
action. They are actually good friends and have built the wall simply to add to the deception. There is only one 
difficulty: they can’t decide how to end the feud. Finally one father suggests that they hire a man (El Gallo) to stage a 
fake abduction. They both agree. The plan is that El Gallo will abduct Luisa, Matt will run in to save her and defeat El 
Gallo, and Matt will become the hero, thus ending the feud. 

El Gallo is helped in the abduction by two actors who are down on their luck—one Mortimer (who specializes in 
dying) and one rather old Henry (who specializes in reciting mixed up passages from Shakespeare’s plays). The actors 
succeed in the abduction with just a little bungling and Matt emerges as the hero having vanquished all three actors 
with his wooden sword. Our girl, our boy, and our fathers embrace in a loving tableau. Act One closes with our 
families still frozen in a “happy ending.” 

Act Two opens on our families still in the same frozen tableau, only they are getting tired of it. Gallo remarks that 
“the play is never done / Until we’ve all of us been burned a bit / And burnished by—the sun!” Our families come to 
life, but they are complaining and irritable with each other. The fathers tell their children that the abduction and feud 
were all arranged. El Gallo makes his appearance with the bill for the abduction, and Matt tries to sword fight him 
again, but this time he loses. Our fathers part, angry with each other over gardening habits, and our lovers part, over 
equally trivial things. Matt heads down the road “to a world that’s gleaming,” and Luisa sheds a tear as they 
separate. 

At this point El Gallo and Matt sing a song from opposite sides. Matt is looking for a “bright shining somewhere” and 
El Gallo knows that “There’s a song he must sing; / It’s a well-known song / But the tune is bitter / And it doesn’t take 
long to learn.” As Matt heads off, Mortimer and Henry turn up to accompany Matt on his journey. 

El Gallo informs us of the passing of the month of October. Next we see our two fathers by the wall that is being 
fortified; however, they start discussing the fact that they haven’t heard from Matt for over a month. They end up by 
singing a song about how much they enjoy gardening because, unlike children, vegetables are dependable. They are 
friends once again and leave to play a game of poker. 

We find Luisa daydreaming when suddenly she sees El Gallo sitting up in a tree. She is happy to see “her bandit” 
since she is obviously infatuated by his good looks and decides to climb the tree to sit beside him. She asks him if he 
won’t take her “To the parties! To the world!” El Gallo and Luisa dance, and the Mute hands her a paper, laughing 
mask to wear over her face. While they are dancing, Luisa sees Matt in various dangerous circumstances—first being 
burned by Mortimer and Henry, then being beaten by them, and then being forced to sit on nails. In each case Luisa 
feels no compassion as long as she keeps the mask to her face. El Gallo agrees to take Luisa and run away with her. 
As Luisa runs off to pack, we notice that Matt has returned and has been watching. Now Matt knows that the world 
is not gleaming—it contains hunger and sorrow. He tries to stop El Gallo from leaving Luisa, but it is useless. Luisa 
returns to find El Gallo gone and sinks to her knees. 

As narrator once again, El Gallo explains that hurting them was a necessary part of their growing. He and the fathers 
watch as our two lovers once again embrace each other and sing, “You are love”—only this time, everyone is wiser. 
One parent suggests they tear down the wall and El Gallo responds, “No. Leave the wall. Remember—you must 
always leave the wall. . . . Deep in December it’s nice to remember / The fire of September that made us mellow.” 
 
 
 

 



THE FANTASTICKS CHARACTER BREAKDOWN & SYNOPSIS 

 

Whimsical, poignant, and romantic, The Fantasticks is an allegorical story that focuses on two 

young lovers, their meddling fathers, and the journey we all must take through adolescent thrills, 

the growing pains of hurt and betrayal, the highs of passion, the challenges of distance, and the 

agonies of heartbreak to discover how to truly love. In a theatrical and inventive fashion, our 

gallant and enigmatic narrator--El Gallo--introduces us to a pair of young lovers, Matt and Luisa, 

who experience the magical, moonlit phase of falling in love. For a time, romance seems 

perpetually exciting, and heroics seem always to save the day. However, El Gallo leads our 

young protagonists from the romantic moonlight into the harsh sunshine, where the weaknesses 

in their relationship are exposed and the reality of the struggles and heartache love brings is 

revealed. With the understanding that “without a hurt the heart is hollow,” Matt and Luisa 

manage to find their own identities, and in turn, to discover their strengths as a couple in times 

of both darkness and light. With the record for the longest American theatrical run, The 

Fantasticks is a gem of the American musical theatre. Featuring timeless classics like “Try to 

Remember” and “Soon It’s Gonna Rain,” this simple and beautiful ensemble piece is as beloved 

and as timely as it was when it opened over 50 years ago. 

 

Some roles will be double cast. There will be an expanded cast with an ensemble.  

THE MUTES   (2 people)  Must move well. Pantomime skills a plus. Physically expressive. 

EL GALLO The Narrator (Male)  Vocal Range High Barritone  G4 to Ab2  Songs: Try to Remember, It 

Depends on What you Pay, I Can See it, Round & Round 

LUISA: (Female) Vocal Range: Soprano B 5 to B3 Songs: Much More, Metaphor, Soon It’s Gonna Rain, 

Happy Ending, This Plum is Too Ripe, Round & Round, They Were You 

MATT: (Male) Vocal Range: Baritone G4 to A 2 Songs: Metaphor, Soon it’s Gonna Rain, This Plum is too 

Ripe, I Can See It, They Were You 

HUCKLEBBE (Male or Female)  Vocal Range F#4 to A 2. (Female arrangement available) Songs: Never Say 

No, It Depends on What You Pay, Happy Ending, This Plumb is Too Ripe, Plant a Radish 

BELLOMY (Male or Female) Vocal Range F#4 to A 2 Songs: Never Say No, It Depends on What You Pay, 

Happy Ending, This Plumb is Too Ripe, Plant a Radish 

HENRY: (MALE OR FEMALE) Comedic Actor Non-Singing 

MORTIMER: (MALE OR FEMALE) Comedic Actor  Non -Singing 

TROUPE OF PLAYERS: Ensemble  

 

 

 



THE STORY OF THE FANTASTICKS 

(El Gallo) addresses the audience as narrator and tells us the simple story of a boy 
(Matt), a girl (Luisa), two fathers (Hucklebee and Bellomy), and a wall (often played by a 
Mute holding up a stick). From the beginning we realize that Luisa is young, innocent, 
pretty, and thinks she’s in love with her neighbor that’s just over the wall, Matt. Matt 
feels the same about Luisa. But when their parents appear, the lovers do not show their 
affection since the two are supposedly engaged in a private feud with each other. 
However, we quickly discover that the parents have concocted the feud for no other 
reason than to get their two children together—a kind of reverse psychology in action. 
They are actually good friends and have built the wall simply to add to the deception. 
There is only one difficulty: they can’t decide how to end the feud. Finally one father 
suggests that they hire a man (El Gallo) to stage a fake abduction. They both agree. 
The plan is that El Gallo will abduct Luisa, Matt will run in to save her and defeat El 
Gallo, and Matt will become the hero, thus ending the feud. 

El Gallo is helped in the abduction by two actors who are down on their luck—one 
Mortimer (who specializes in dying) and one rather old Henry (who specializes in 
reciting mixed up passages from Shakespeare’s plays). The actors succeed in the 
abduction with just a little bungling and Matt emerges as the hero having vanquished all 
three actors with his wooden sword. Our girl, our boy, and our fathers embrace in a 
loving tableau. Act One closes with our families still frozen in a “happy ending.” 

Act Two opens on our families still in the same frozen tableau, only they are getting tired 
of it. Gallo remarks that “the play is never done / Until we’ve all of us been burned a bit / 
And burnished by—the sun!” Our families come to life, but they are complaining and 
irritable with each other. The fathers tell their children that the abduction and feud were 
all arranged. El Gallo makes his appearance with the bill for the abduction, and Matt 
tries to sword fight him again, but this time he loses. Our fathers part, angry with each 
other over gardening habits, and our lovers part, over equally trivial things. Matt heads 
down the road “to a world that’s gleaming,” and Luisa sheds a tear as they separate. 

At this point El Gallo and Matt sing a song from opposite sides. Matt is looking for a 
“bright shining somewhere” and El Gallo knows that “There’s a song he must sing; / It’s 
a well-known song / But the tune is bitter / And it doesn’t take long to learn.” As Matt 
heads off, Mortimer and Henry turn up to accompany Matt on his journey. 

El Gallo informs us of the passing of the month of October. Next we see our two fathers 
by the wall that is being fortified; however, they start discussing the fact that they 
haven’t heard from Matt for over a month. They end up by singing a song about how 
much they enjoy gardening because, unlike children, vegetables are dependable. They 
are friends once again and leave to play a game of poker. 

We find Luisa daydreaming when suddenly she sees El Gallo sitting up in a tree. She is 
happy to see “her bandit” since she is obviously infatuated by his good looks and 
decides to climb the tree to sit beside him. She asks him if he won’t take her “To the 



parties! To the world!” El Gallo and Luisa dance, and the Mute hands her a paper, 
laughing mask to wear over her face. While they are dancing, Luisa sees Matt in various 
dangerous circumstances—first being burned by Mortimer and Henry, then being 
beaten by them, and then being forced to sit on nails. In each case Luisa feels no 
compassion as long as she keeps the mask to her face. El Gallo agrees to take Luisa 
and run away with her. As Luisa runs off to pack, we notice that Matt has returned and 
has been watching. Now Matt knows that the world is not gleaming—it contains hunger 
and sorrow. He tries to stop El Gallo from leaving Luisa, but it is useless. Luisa returns 
to find El Gallo gone and sinks to her knees. 

As narrator once again, El Gallo explains that hurting them was a necessary part of their 
growing. He and the fathers watch as our two lovers once again embrace each other 
and sing, “You are love”—only this time, everyone is wiser. One parent suggests they 
tear down the wall and El Gallo responds, “No. Leave the wall. Remember—you must 
always leave the wall. . . . Deep in December it’s nice to remember / The fire of 
September that made us mellow.” 
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